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SHEFFIELD PLATE 

Sheffield plate was first produced at Sheffield, England, about 1742, on 
the accidental discovery that silver could be fused on copper. During the 
latter half of the eighteenth century many makers of Sheffield plate were operat- 
ing in that city, and the manufacture was soon introduced into Birmingham, 
where also it became firmly established. We know no way to distinguish between 
the products of the two cities, since the same name is applied to all silver plated 
copper. Silver ware of all kinds was produced in Sheffield plate during the 
latter half of the eighteenth century, including the most artistic and delicate 
designs in openwork and relief . 

The Museum has recently secured some exceptionally fine pieces of old 
Sheffield, including two sugar baskets of graceful shape and artistically engraved 
and cut decorations. A fruit basket, ornamented with elaborately perforated 
pattern and medallions of classical character in relief, is one of the most dis- 
tinguished examples in the collection. 



CHINESE TEMPLE FIGURE 

Among the recent accessions is a remarkable Chinese figure, forty inches 
in height, of Fuchien porcelain, representing Kuan-yin, goddess of Mercy. The 
figure is creamy white with no touch of color save in the eyes and on the lips. 
The head and right hand are removable, the hand having a spike in the middle 
of the palm, to serve as a pricket candlestick, evidently intended for temple 
use. It is one of the largest figures of its kind and belonged at one time to 
Lady Charlotte Schreiber, the noted English collector. It is of the Ch'ien- 
lung period. 



NOTES 

Exhibition. — A special exhibition of old American and English furniture 
is planned for the coming autumn. 

* * * 

Advertising. — A contract has been entered into with the Street Car 
Advertising Company to advertise the Museum and School during the present 
year by cards placed in the street cars of the city. Two different designs of 
cards have already been used and a third, advertising the coming exhibition of 
"Fakes and Reproductions," will appear April 1st. 

* * * 

Attendance. — During the recent exhibition of Americanization Through 
Art, which was held from January 19th to February 22d (35 days), the attend- 
ance was 35,760, an average of over a thousand a day. The largest attendance 
for any single day was that of January 23d, when 9,489 persons visited the 
exhibition. On the closing day the attendance reached 4,827. 



28 BULLETIN OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM 

School News. — The Poster Exhibition, which has been under considera- 
tion for some time, will be opened at the School the first day of April and will 
continue until the tenth. A very considerable amount of material has been 
gathered for the display, aside from the sixty posters of the Newark celebra- 
tion of the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the founding of that city, 
loaned by the Newark Library. An opening reception,, and a number of lec- 
tures on the civic, assthetic, and social value of advertising will be delivered 
in connection with the exhibition. Mr. Carol Aronovici, who was the originator 
of the idea, has also been its chief promoter. 

The sudden death of Mr. Muhr made it necessary to make an immediate 
arrangement for carrying on his work, and Mr. James Ashbrook and Mr. Clif- 
ford Gaul have been appointed, temporarily, until a permanent arrangement 
can be made. 

The Hospitality Committee of the School has found much difficulty in 
securing addresses of reliable and satisfactory boarding places for the students; 
a number of applicants from other cities came to Philadelphia especially to 
enter the School and were obliged to give up the idea on account of not being 
able to get proper accommodations, and have since gone to New York instead 
of remaining here. The question of accommodations has many sides — proper 
distance from the School, proper food, and proper sleeping accommodations. 
The Girls' Art League on South Broad Street has met every requirement, but 
having limited means, the good which it does is necessarily restricted. 

Mrs. William T. Carter has offered a prize of $20 for the best design for 
an Oriental costume (preferably Persian), made in the Costume class this 
season, the prize to be awarded early in April, and if possible, the design to be 
made up and shown at the School exhibition, May 25th. At that time it is 
expected a number of the Italian Renaissance costumes, planned for this 
season, the making of which was interrupted by the Masque, will be ready. 
Most of these are made by post-graduates who returned to the School for further 
study and have executed these costumes in lieu of their fees. 

Mr. Copeland and Mr. Sinnock are preparing a full set of photographs of 
the Cretan Court and the four embassies, as examples of stage costumes, pre- 
sented at the Artists' Masque, given on February 22d at the Academy of Music, 
being the parts which the School assumed with the combination of the six other 
art organizations. The purpose of these parts was to express "Pomp and 
Splendor," and the testimony of the onlookers is to the effect that this was 
most successfully done. It has been the custom of the School in taking part 
in such entertainments to prepare the costumes and accessories which would 
have permanent value as examples of class work, and the Masque, just given, 
was on too large a scale to make this possible throughout. Both on the basis 
of expense and time, it has been decided that the Department cannot again 
undertake anything so overpowering, but confine the work of this kind to its 
own resources. Mr. Adolph has designed and made a model of fittings for the 
small movable stage recently made for the auditorium, the work of which will 
be carried out by students of the Interior Decoration class ; and by these means 
and under these conditions the School will be able to present in a simple way, 
practical examples of compositions and historic costuming of direct benefit to 
the classes dealing with those subjects. 
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Miss Genevieve Gibbs has undertaken "An Egyptian Temple Ceremonial" 
which will, besides the special features introduced, enable the students to make 
use of the costumes worn at the Masque — by the Egyptian Embassy. 

Quite a number of traveling exhibits of School work have been sent out 
upon request, and The American Federation of Arts has again asked for a col- 
lection to be shown in Washington, D. C, during May. 

The award of the first prize in water color, at the recent Americanization 
Through Art Exhibition, was made to Albert Jean Adolphe; the first prize in 
craftwork to Samuel Yellin; the second prize to Nicolo d'Ascenzo, and the 
first prize in illustration to Walter Hunt Everett, all former pupils of the School 
and teachers in its classes. 

The third summer session of the School will be held from July 5 th to July 
29th. Mr. Ege will be assisted by Mrs. Mary E. Marshall and Mr. Edward 
Warwick. The courses will include instruction in normal art methods and 
supervision, design, interior decoration, and craftwork. 

In the month of February, competition awards to members of the Illus- 
tration class amounted to more than $100. These prizes were offered by 
individuals, societies and firms. Among the latter were the Dixon Pencil Co. 
and the Joseph Goldsmith Co., clothing manufacturers. Additional competi- 
tions for the month of March aggregate a larger sum. 

The Raim Tuppani Society, which has recently disbanded, voted the 
balance in its treasury to the Art Department of the School, and the sum of 
$240 has been handed to the Director by the Treasurer of the Society for the 
development of certain features of the work. 

The Commencement Exercises will be held this year at the Broad Street 
Theater on the evening of Thursday, May 25th. The Commencement Address 
will be delivered by Mr. Ralph Adams Cram of Boston. Mr. Cram is not only 
a distinguished architect — his work as designer of the extensive and beautiful 
additions to the U. S. Military Academy at West Point, and of many of the 
best churches to be built in America within recent years having secured for 
him ample recognition as one of those at the very head of his profession, espe- 
cially as a master of Gothic — but he is perhaps the foremost living advocate 
of the principle so earnestly and eloquently championed by William Morris, 
that good architecture — and for that matter all good art anyway — -is glorified 
craftsmanship and is only possible under conditions that make possible the 
identification of the individual artisan with the design which he is expected 
to execute. He is therefore deeply in sympathy with the aims and ideals of the 
Pennsylvania Museum and School of Industrial Art and is especially well quali- 
fied to discuss them. Mr. Cram is at present occupied with several undertakings 
that offer exceptional opportunities for putting this idea into practice, as he is 
the architect under whose direction the great cathedral of St. John the Divine 
is being built in New York and is also the designer of the beautiful cathedral in 
process of erection at Bryn Athyn, Pa. He is the author of several books in 
which his views on art and its relation to life are expressed with compelling 
force, his last work, "The Heart of Europe," being among the most impressive 
presentations of the lessons taught by the war now raging in Europe, which this 
terrible calamity has called forth. 



